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Farmers’ Perspectives on the Workers and Peasants Alliance

—An Investigation Based on Marx’s “Three Books” of French History
YUAN Fumin SUO Jingyu

Abstract The theoretical essence of the workers and peasants alliance, an important principle of scien-
tific socialism, has been covered for a long time because the neglect and distortion of peasants’ political
power. Peasants, as political subjects, emerged from the historical change of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction. They established their political existence through universal suffrage and demonstrated their politi-
cal power via “meritocracy”. By analyzing the internal regulations of the political subject of peasants from
the perspective of production mode, we can find the tension structure of peasants as the collective subject.
This tension is characterized by structural constraints and subject transcendence exhibited by peasants
during the disintegration of feudal society and the rise of capitalist production methods in agricultural pro-
duction changes. In the historical process of agricultural capitalism’ s transformation, peasants can recog-
nize their status as “future proletarians” exploited by capital and form a shared class identity and unified
class action with workers. Therefore, the alliance of workers and peasants is a class-based alliance foun-
ded on social production, and it needs the class consciousness of both workers and peasants as the real a-
gent of the proletariat.

Keywords Workers and peasants alliance; Peasants’ political subject; Tension structure; Class con-

sciousness



