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How Do Social Organizations Activate the Endogenous
Drivers of Rural Environmental Governance?

—From an Adaptive Governance Perspective on Social-ecological Systems
CAI Jingjing WANG Yahua

Abstract While the potential of social organizations to contribute to rural revitalization is widely recog-
nized, a key practical challenge remains; how can these external actors forge stable, effective, and sus-
tainable partnerships with local stakeholders? Existing research offers limited insight into the mechanisms
through which social organizations can shift rural ecological protection from a model of external dependen-
cy to one of endogenous, sustainable development. Conceptualizing rural environments as complex social-
ecological systems, this study adopts an adaptive governance lens to analyze the multi-level pathways and
dynamic processes by which social organizations catalyze a village’ s internal developmental momentum.
The findings indicate that exogenous social organizations typically follow a pathway characterized by “en-
gagement —incorporation —empowerment —activation”. At the operational level, they leverage trust to draw
actors into collaborative networks; at the community level, they enhance the willingness and capacity of
local actors to cooperate through empowerment and inclusion; and at the institutional level, they activate
collective action suited to adaptive contexts. This shift from “transfusion-based” assistance to “capacity-
building” support underscores the pivotal role of social organizations in advancing rural revitalization and
ecological governance. The resulting model of community self-help and co-provision constitutes a new en-
dogenous pathway for rural development and facilitates the modernization of rural governance.

Keywords Social organizations; Rural revitalization; Rural governance; Endogenous development;

Social-ecological systems



