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Leaving the Land but Staying in the Countryside .
County-level Digital Rural Development and Local

New Forms of Flexible Employment
—An Analysis Based on Employment Choices and Job Quality

JIA Nan CHEN Xinyuan YU Chuanjiang

Abstract  “Digital Villages” are not only a strategic direction for rural revitalization but also a crucial
component of building a Digital China. By matching county-level panel data of the digital villages index
with individual-level data from the China Household Finance Survey( CHFS) for 2019 and 2021, this pa-
per empirically examines the impact of digital villages development on rural laborers’ participation in new
forms of flexible employment in their registered locations. The study finds that an increase of one standard
deviation in the digital villages index significantly increases the probability of rural laborers participating
in new forms of flexible employment within their county by 2. 54% to 2. 82% , indicating that digital vil-
lage construction at the county-level facilitates full local employment for rural workers. In addition, this
promoting effect is broadly inclusive, with more pronounced impacts on women and on workers with low
human capital, low physical capital, and low social capital. Mechanism analysis reveals that the improve-
ments in income conditions and shifts in risk attitudes driven by digitalization constitute the intrinsic driv-
ers of local labor employment transitions. In terms of employment quality, the higher level of digitalization
increases the wage rate of flexible workers but simultaneously extends their working hours, without sub-
stantially improving their social security coverage. Therefore, it is essential to accelerate the improvement
of the social security system for flexible workers and promote high-quality flexible employment for rural la-
borers. This study provides empirical evidence and policy recommendations for advancing digital village
construction and fostering high-quality full employment for rural laborers during the “14th Five-Year
Plan” period.

Keywords Digital villages index ;New forms of flexible employment; Rural labor force; County-level lo-

cal employment



