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From Field to Screen: An Anthropological Study on the
Transformation of Rural Social Temporal Landscapes

JI Guangxu

Abstract With the rapid advancement of media society, modern media, represented by short video plat-
forms such as Douyin, have become deeply embedded in rural daily life, exerting a profound impact on
people’s production and livelihoods. Through an ethnographic study of Z Village in Jiangxi, it was found
that villagers and short video platforms have formed a mutually interactive and intricately interwoven “co-
performative” model of commercial production. The transformation of the temporal landscape in traditional
rural society is inevitable. However, villagers can still rely on their local cultural foundation to rationally
adjust the relationship between modern time concepts and traditional temporal inertia while engaging with
digital media. Through their daily life practices, they counterbalance commercial influences, collage eco-
logical time with media time, establish new power-demand relationships, and develop unique media prac-
tices amid the ripples caused by emerging technological media. In this continuously evolving process, on
the one hand, villagers’ leisure time is utilized for the commercial production of short video platforms,
while on the other hand, short videos have also become a leisure embellishment embedded within the local
agricultural rhythms of the villagers. This non-oppositional and non-binary model of modern rural temporal
landscape vividly embodies the collage and nesting of tradition and modernity, presenting a new form of
rural daily life.

Keywords Short video platform; Rural; Commercialized time; Media integration



