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@ Global apparel & textile trade and sourcing, https://shenglufashion. com/2020/12/04/minimum-

wage-level-for-garment-workers-in-the-world-updated-in-december-2020/ ,
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How Does Contemporary Imperialism Conquer Populations?

—A Marxist Critique of Political Popuology
LIN Jinlong MU Guangzong

Abstract An imperialism that lacks the organization and conquest of populations cannot sustain itself.
Contemporary imperialism not only redefines “population” but also rewrites the meaning of “conquest. ”
For traditional imperialism, “population” refers to all residents within a geographic space (e. g. , a coun-
try or region) ; for contemporary imperialism, “population” refers to a collection of individuals defined by
certain characteristics, which are not limited to geographic attributes. Traditional imperialist “conquest”
meant occupation, domination, and exploitation, justifying itself through the direct “negation” of the val-
ue and significance of colonial populations. Contemporary imperialist “conquest” includes not only nega-
tion and exploitation but also “recognition,” making the conquered populations consciously part of the im-
perialist operation. The secret of contemporary imperialism lies in its concealed and complex methods of
differentiating, controlling, and managing populations with various characteristics, potentially conquering
every individual caught in the random flux and historical tensions, while self-reinforcing and reproducing
unequal power structures. This shift in the operational method of population-power dynamics has, to some

¢

extent, delayed the collapse of capitalism. In the context of imperialist practices, “negation” corresponds
to “conquest” and the perpetuation of global hegemony; for Marxism, “negation” means “liberation” and
the realization of socialism. Once the liberation of all populations is achieved, population-power dynamics
will cease to exist.

Keywords Contemporary imperialism; Capitalism; Population; Conquest; Marxism



