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Why Follow Denmark?
—The Pathway of the Rural Cooperative Movement in Modern China

WEI Wenyi

Abstract In the 1920s and 1930s, we expected to improve rural cooperation by learning from Denmark.
The achievements of Danish cooperation can be attributed to land distribution reform and folk education.
After that, owner-peasants were the main participants, and a powerful government was needed to carry out
this reform. However, this condition was not fully available to us at that time. In addition, land claims in
China were not specific, and fields carried immeasurable ethical and emotional values, so it was extremely
difficult for a cultivator to have his own land. As for folk education, Folk High Schools in Denmark taught
this doctrine; “The greatest of these is charity” ,a person should love the Lord, neighbors, and oneself.
Young people from rural areas were living and studying in these schools as home, and the education was
in and for real life. They lived in a loving community and were well prepared for rural cooperation. Our
folk education differs from Denmark’s. Tt starts from the national spirit “life is affectionate” , which fosters
an attitude towards a joyful life. Afterward, individuals can work and live with others happily, which cor-
responds to a cooperative business and spirit. He haggles over nothing and does not care about gains or
losses. Cooperation is his full enjoyment of the affectionate life.

Keywords Denmark; Cooperation; Owner-peasants; “Charity” and “Love” ; Delight in



