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Local Rural Construction Led by Rural Sages

—Take Fu Baicui’s Practice in Gujiao Area as an Example
ZHANG Yiying

Abstract  As for the rural construction movement in the period of the Republic of China, the current ac-
ademic circles generally take the exogenous mode led by foreign intellectuals such as Liang Shuming and
Yan Yangchu and the endogenous mode led by patriotic entrepreneurs such as Zhang Jian and Lu Zuofu as
the main research objects. However, in addition, there is another endogenous mode that is carried out by
local villagers through the consolidation of land, forest, and other resources, among which Fu Baicui’s
practices in Gujiao area of western Fujian from 1931 to 1949 are notable representatives. Since 1931, Fu
Baicui departed from the revolutionary activities and devoted himself to local construction in the Gujiao ar-
ea. He integrated the local economic resources for various rural construction by equalizing the land, reor-
ganizing the market, and taking the forest into public ownership. It can be said that he established a lo-
calized social and economic system on the basis of collective ownership of land and the right of farmers to
use it, so that people in the jurisdiction can share equal public services. This study shows that even in ar-
eas with limited industrial development capacity, rural sages can efficiently mobilize local resources to
successfully carry out localized rural construction. This experience can provide a historical reference for
the contemporary rural vitalization strategy and the modernization of Chinese agriculture and rural areas.

Keywords Rural construction; Fu Baicui; Divide the land equally; Localization



