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Modern Exploration and Contemporary Enlightment of
Local Urbanization
—The Characteristic Experience of Lu Zuofu’s Beibei Model

DU Jie JIA Ying WEN Tiejun

Abstract The report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China pointed out the ne-
cessity of transforming the development mode of megacities and deepen the implementation of the new ur-
banization strategy. New urbanization is a Chinese-style urbanization path that differs from the Western ur-
banization model, and it is inherent in the historical context of local social development. Throughout the
century-long history of urban and rural transformation in modern times, there are many valuable explora-
tion experiences. Among them, in the 1920s and 1930s, local elite Lu Zuofu carried out over 20 years of
rural construction practice in the inland mountainous area of Beibei, Chongging. Adhering to the concept
of “rural modernization” centered on people’s livelihoods, he embarked on a path of urban-rural integra-
tion development that combines modernity and localization, known as the “Beibei model”. This article
analyzes the historical experience of Beibei from four aspects: urban planning, industrial construction,
modernization of people, and urban-rural governance. Research suggests that the Beibei model breaks a-
way from the development logic of Western megacities, with people’s livelihoods as the core, and has local
and ecological characteristics. Through the integration and innovation of local society and foreign modern
concepts, it has formed a model of regional economic integration and modern urban construction in under-
developed mountainous areas. lts experience is fully embedded in the historical process of China’s centu-
ry-long modernization transformation exploration, and it is also an early exploration of the new urbanization
and urban-rural integration in Chinese-style counties. Its historical experience still holds significant inspi-
ration for today’s related work.

Keywords New urbanization; Urban-rural integration; Beibei mode



