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Actors and Network Territory of Urban-rural Exchange from

the Perspective of Multi-scale Analysis
—Based on South Korea’s Urban-rural Exchange Model

LU Heng BIAN Chengri

Abstract As a typical latecomer state of modernization in East Asia, South Korea has made remarkable
achievements through the “compressed” urbanization path, while there are still imbalances between urban
and rural development. In the new century, multi-scale research has gradually become a new interpreta-
tion framework of disciplines such as human geography, regional economics, and regional sociology. The
social attributes of scale social network, scale actor subjectivity, and scale political process reflected in
multi-scale research have provided a new interpretation framework for urban and rural studies. Nowadays,
urban-rural exchange shave evolved into a multi-dimensional, open, and trans-regional social process of
multi-scale reconstruction. After World War II, in order to alleviate the dual opposition between urban
and rural areas, South Korea comprehensively introduced relevant laws and policies on urban-rural ex-
changes. As cross-scale actors, social organizations played a core role in multi-scale games and coopera-
tion among the central government, local governments, and local villages, weaving other multi-scale ac-
tors into a network area connecting urban and rural territory. The enlightenment of South Korea’s experi-
ence toward China lies in the following aspects: firstly, enhancing and refining legal guarantee of urban-
rural exchanges and empowering the multiple functions of actors at multiple scales; secondly, cultivating
cross-scale actors and maximizing the pivotal role of social organizations in urban and rural areas. Lastly,
establishing precise scales for urban-rural exchanges and actively building a multi-scale network.

Keywords Urban-rural exchange; Scale actor; Scale politics; Scale network territory



