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Who Are the Protagonists in Rural Revitalization .
Farmers’ Perspectives

LIU Juan WANG Hui

Abstract The principal role of farmers in rural revitalization has been significantly emphasized in re-
search reports, policy documents and by local cadres. However, in the discussion on “Who Are the Pro-
tagonists in Rural Revitalization” , farmers’ voices were hardly heard. This paper attempts to decompose
this issue into “Whose Rural Revitalization” and “ Who Are Supposed to Revitalize Rural China” , trying to
understand farmers’ perceptions on the beneficiary roles and participation/action roles in rural revitaliza-
tion. It reveals that farmers’ understanding on the beneficiary roles is a hybrid perception from their role i-
dentification and their sense of real gains. Farmers do not think that they themselves are the definite bene-
ficiary targets in rural revitalization, nor are they certainly the core contributors and leading actors for ru-
ral revitalization, but they view themselves as minor characters to just support the rural revitalization ac-
tions. This paper argues that the demographic structure and capacity of the rural residents, the deviations
in the implementation of policies and projects, and farmers’ deconstructive understanding of their roles
have jointly shaped their answers to “Who Are the Protagonists in Rural Revitalization” , resulting in their
insufficient motivation in rural revitalization actions. Therefore, it is core to take farmers’ perspectives,
protect the interests and benefits of farmers, cultivate and stimulate farmers’ consciousness of their protag-
onist role, as well as to create synergies among multi-stakeholders to participate in rural revitalization.

Keywords Rural revitalization; Beneficiary targets; Participation actors; Minor characters; Farmers’

perspectives



