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Empowerment Theory Perspective on Agricultural
E-commerce and Rural Women’s Development

DONG Ruichang WAN Wenkai WANG Libin

Abstract With the development of the digital countryside strategy, the rise of agricultural products e-
commerce has brought new development opportunities for rural women. This study takes 58 rural women
engaged in agricultural products e-commerce in 5 provinces including Qinghai, Inner Mongolia, Sichuan,
Yunnan and Gansu as case study objects, and combines empowerment theory to conduct an in-depth anal-
ysis of the process of rural women’s participation in agricultural e-commerce and the impact on their own
development. The study shows that rural women have broken through the gender structure and expanded
their development space in the process of participating in agricultural e-commerce. Specifically, rural
women’s participation in agricultural e-commerce not only linked them to the market, but also has broken
through the traditional gender division of labor. This participation has enabled them to start their own bus-
inesses and employment close to home and has reduced the conflict between work and family. In addition,
women’s gender strengths are effectively used and the value of women to themselves, to their families and
to society is reawakened well. As a result of empowerment, rural women’s abilities have been enhanced in
three dimensions, individual, interpersonal and social participation. However, due to the early stage of
development of agricultural products e-commerce and the structural dilemmas faced by rural women, it is
certain that they still face some productive and social challenges in their participation in agri-business that
requires further attention.

Keywords Empowerment; Gender; Agricultural products e-commerce; Rural women



