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A Critical Review on Rural Vitalization Studies

LIU Juan ZHANG Sen BU Siyuan

Abstract As soon as the strategy of rural vitalization was put forward, it received widespread attention,
with mountainous items of literature emerging in academia. Based on a survey of the selected literature on
this topic in the field of rural social studies, this review finds that existing studies focus on several dimen-
sions of rural vitalization, including the historical context and policy interpretation, practical problems and
major challenges, rural-urban relations and correlations of elements, model exploration and action re-
search, international perspectives and local practices, etc. ; while at the same time, there are also exten-
sive discussions and debates around some key issues such as agricultural transformation, rural collective
economy, rural land regime, green agriculture, local culture and customs, rural governance transforma-
tion, and talent vitalization. These studies and discussions have provided a relatively broad literature basis
for understanding the Rural Vitalization Strategy, but there are also plenty of repeatedly proved interpreta-
tions or superficial analyses, yet in-depth investigations based on rural social reality and practice are still
rare. As a result, much of the literature fails to accurately comprehend the key problems in the field or to
sufficiently engage with major theoretical issues such as the Agrarian Question in national development,
while the research, policy, and actions around rural vitalization have somehow isolated from each other.
This paper advocates that scholars should endeavor to enhance the comprehension of rural reality with en-
riched farmers’ perspectives, identify and analyze the real concerns with strengthened problem awareness
and optimized ways of questioning, and construct an integrated “research-policy-action” framework to-
wards a broader space for rural vitalization studies based on praxis.

Keywords Rural vitalization; Rural social studies; Farmers’ perspectives; “Research-policy-action”

integration



