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Differentiated Strategy by Highlighting Features and Characteristics .
Construction and Practice of Six-pronged Social Science Education
System in Agricultural Universities

YE Jingzhong LIU Juan LI Yumei GONG Li WANG Shuyuan SHAO Niannian

Abstract The social science education in agricultural universities has been confronted with common problems and challen-
ges, such as obscure orientation, vague objectives, defective system, ungrounded methods, poor reputation and weak at-
tractions. In recent years, College of Humanities and Development Studies at China Agricultural University has taken up
systematic reform on its education and has innovatively constructed and implemented the six-pronged social science educa-
tion system in order to highlight the features and characteristics of agricultural universities. This system has integrated and
synthesized six components, i.e. , political direction, disciplinary tradition, “Sannong” feature, doctrine-implement com-
bination, learning by action and international perspective, so as to respond to the challenges and predicaments of social sci-
ence education in agricultural universities. This innovative system has turned characteristics to advantages, differentiation to
distinction. The implementation of this system has drastically improved the quality and reputation of social science education
of China Agricultural University, which has brought forward great influences and impacts. This social science education sys-
tem has effectively responded to the central problematics of “what kind of talents to cultivate, how to cultivate, and for
whom to cultivate”. This reform and innovation have provided valuable references for social science education for agricultur-
al universities in the construction of “new liberal arts”.

Keywords Agricultural universities; Education; Six-pronged system; Social science; New liberal arts



