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Urban-rural Development and the Job Mobility of the
New Generation of Migrant Workers

An Urban-rural Multi-site Research based on Receiving and Sending Sites

WANG Ou

Abstract Due to the tremendous development of receiving and sending sites in recent years, the investigation of the job
mobility of the new generation of migrant workers needs to expand from traditional manufacturing to emerging service indus-
tries, and from receiving to sending sites. This article uses the urban-rural multi-sites research method to collect empirical
materials, and investigates the impact of urban-rural development on the job mobility of the new generation of migrant work-
ers. The study found that the transformation of the urban economy from “off the real to the virtual” provides more free and
flexible working schedules and higher income, attracting the new generation of migrant workers to accelerate the mobility to
the platform sectors. However, the flexible despotic regime of this type of work reduces its job stability, and the cities’ re-
stricted public service supply further increases its job mobility. At the same time, the “poverty alleviation” strongly promo-
ted by the government in the sending sites of migrant workers, has provided a large number of cheap and family-friendly job
opportunities and greatly improved the level of public services. These developments have attracted the new generation of fe-
male workers to return to their hometowns or continue to stay behind, strengthening the male-dominated gendered job mobil-
ity model. These findings show that although the urban-rural development in recent years has led to changes in the workflow
of the new generation of migrant workers, it has not promoted their skill development and upward mobility.
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