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The Role of Small Farm Household and the Change of
Their Situation in Agricultural Modernization Process

CHEN Yishan

Abstract China promoted agricultural modernization on the basis of the existence of a large number of small farm house-
holds. Small farm households are the cornerstone of the process of agricultural modernization. Their roles are as follows:
before the reform and opening up, farm households were unified and organized, concentrated on improving water conservan-
cy infrastructure and grain production, to support the development of heavy industry; since the reform and opening up, un-
der the background of deepening market-oriented reform, the decentralized independent decision-making and production of
small farm households promote the increase of modern production factor input, the improvement of labor productivity, the
adjustment of agricultural production structure and the development of agricultural commercialization. Before the reform and
opening up, farmers’ autonomy in production decision-making and grain consumption was restrained by the planned system;
since the reform and opening up, in the market-oriented environment, it is difficult for the vulnerable small farm household
to grasp modern production factors of high value, expand the production of high value-added products and improve product
sales income. In order to continue to promote agricultural modernization under the market economy, the public sector
should pay attention to providing support to vulnerable small farm household and help them strengthen cooperation.

Keywords Traditional agriculture; Agricultural modernization; Small farm household; Agriculture management system



