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Policy Deviations: Review and Outlook

SUN Chao

Abstract The inconsistency between policy implementation and expectations has attracted a lot of research. This paper re-
views the research on contemporary China’s policy deviations by distinguishing the macro-structure and micro-action. From
the macro perspective, the relationship between central-local and state-society is the most important analytical framework.
The four issues of governmental fragmentation, assessment problem, policy application and public opinion expression have
become the basic point for explaining policy deviation. From the micro perspective, based on different actor assumptions
economic man, shirking responsibility and relationship first, there are three interpretation theories. Finally, the paper ar-
gues that the historical dimensions and cultural factors might be important for future research.

Keywords Policy deviation; Central-local ; State-society; Actor hypothesis



