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Effervescence Development. An Ethnographic Study of the
Rural Homestay Project in Northern Thailand

YAO Chang GONG Haoqun

Abstract At the beginning of the twenty-first century, Thailand’s party politics has undergone important changes, in that
the old-style ¢ clientelistic’ parties have been replaced by ‘ programme-based’ party. The state and social organizations have
introduced many development projects in rural areas. In this paper, the concept of collective effervescence is used to de-
scribe and analyze the homestay projects in northern Thailand. The implementation process of homestay project is embedded
in local cultural practice, which shows that the project is carried out in the original spiritual space, realized by multi-agent
participation and the features of collective effervescence during the project implementation process. In this paper, the pro-
ject governance model is summarized as effervescence development. The success of effervescence development lies in the
reinforcement of a sense of community, the breakthrough by not using a single economic indicator and the performance of
state power and other social forces can also be realized during the implementation of the project. This paper argues that the
richness and openness of community life and the possibility of reorganization reflected in the process of project implementa-
tion should be the important objectives of national and social governance.

Keywords Northern Thai villages; Homestay; The project system; Effervescence development



