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The Meaning of Her Body: Women and Politics in the
Movement of Implementing Marriage Law

Taking Rural Areas in Northwest Sichuan as an Example
CUI Yinan XU Li

Abstract The implementation of the marriage law movement at the beginning of the 1950s is a movement-like activity a-
round the body, during which the body is not only the carrier of the practice of law, but also the theme of the political exer-
cise. On the understanding of bodily injury, many elements intertwined and interchanged. Women recognized the multiple
roots of the feudal marriage system through the field of “body cognition”. The marriage law gives women freedom, equality
and liberation, but their bodies also need to receive new moral and political training. In the view of the state, it is equally
important to break the shackles and participate in the trinity of production and return to the family. The cognitive model of
women has undergone unprecedented changes in the implementation of the marriage law movement, carrying the body with
rich symbolic meaning and strong practical initiative, which has become the basis and support for the construction of politi-
cal identity and the realization of “man’s reengineering”. The three elements of body, law and politics interacted and inter-
bedded together to create a new look of Chinese women.

Keywords The early days of new China; Marriage law; Women; Body politics



