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The Living Condition of the Left-behind Children in Difficult Situations
and the Construction of Supporting System

WANG Dan PAN Lu

Abstract Current studies on left-behind children tend to focus on internal diversities of the group and put more emphasis
on social care for the disadvantaged left-behind children. This study constructs the concept of the Lefi-behind Children in
Difficult Situations to define the most disadvantaged group of the left-behind children, analyses their specific types, living-
conditions and the reasons of their difficult situations. The research shows that left-behind children in difficult situations are
not only in face of serious survival crisis, but also suffering from complex psychological issues and lack of emotional com-
panionship. In order to realisticallyimprove the current living situation of theleft-behind children in difficult situations, dif-
ferent subjects should collaborate to constitute a comprehensive supporting system. To this end, the government should ex-
pand the supply capability of formal social security resources, enhance the cognition of the children’ s subjectivity. The
non-government organizations should give full play to their professional advantages, continue to exert strength to offer multi-
ple supports for left-behind children in difficult situations, such as the psychological counseling and emotional companion-
ship.

Keywords Left-behind children in difficult situations; Formal support; Informal support; Social security



