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The Evolution and Enlightenment of China’s Rural Medical
Insurance System in the Past 70 Years

MENG Hongbin

Abstract Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the government established rural medical and health care
system which has played an important role in ensuring farmers’ access to basic health services and preventing farmers from
“poverty due to illness and returning to poverty due to illness”. From the perspective of institutional change, the process of
rural medical security system can be divided into five stages: germination and prosperity, recession disintegration, recovery
and reconstruction, pilot project of new rural cooperative medical system and medical insurance for urban and rural resi-
dents. In order to achieve the sustained and standardized development of rural medical security system, we must always ad-
here to the nature of public goods of basic medical services and ensure the framers access to the right of health and medical
security equitably. We will build a diversified and multi-level rural medical service security system to ease the institutional
pressure on medical insurance for urban and rural residents. We will take “the governments leading position and the farmer
main body” as the basis for standardizing sustainable development, and strengthen the construction of the protection mecha-
nism for the insured peasants”interests. We will pay attention to the insurance scheme of migrant workers as the main body
of floating groups, and consider the establishment of a long-term insurance mechanism for poor farmers, and gradually real-
ize a unified medical security system for the whole people in accordance with the overall goal of the integration of basic med-
ical care.

Keywords 70 years; Rural medical insurance system; Institutional change; Enlightenment



