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On Marx and Engels’ Cooperative Thought and the Value of
Contemporary Cooperatives

REN Dapeng ZHAO Xin

Abstract The construction of contemporary Chinese cooperative theory takes Rochdale Society of Equitable Pioneers as the
starting point, and it considers the value and principle of International Co-operative Alliance as the benchmark to criticize
and rethink current cooperative practice. However, the theoretical research based on them cannot properly explain the spe-
cific problems faced by the development of Chinese cooperatives. Through Marx’s research method from concrete to ab-
stract, and then from abstract to concrete, it filters the sub-empirical phenomena on cooperatives in reality, and draws the
conclusion that the essence of cooperatives is the unity of people, and the unity of economic value and social value. The
capitalization tendency and member heterogeneity of contemporary cooperatives are the manifestations of the cooperatives
value distortion. Rebuilding the collectivism spirit is the basic direction of cooperatives values.
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