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Economic Differentiation and “External Strength-Inner
Weakness” of Clan

Taking the Pearl River Delta Region as the Research Object

LI Jianmin DONG Leiming

Abstract Due to the special industrialization path, the rural areas of the Pearl River Delta generally formed a “one fami-
ly, two system” division at the beginning of Reform and Opening: elder brothers cultivated farms, younger brothers entered
the factories. Thus it brings up the condition of “poor elder brothers and rich younger brothers” within each family, which
splits the most intimate social relation. This kind of economic differentiation further shaped a kind of “unequal pattern”,
which includes four dimensions: Renqing exchange, life orientation, meaning world and mutual expectation, causing the
general fragmentation of relationship in clan. At the same time, the increasingly infused resources enable the clan to rebuild
and strengthen the structure and norms of organization, thereby intensify the internal relationship; but because of the exist-
ence of clan maintenance, complete division or atomization is avoided, forming a dynamic structure of “external strength-in-
ner weakness” in the Pearl River Delta region. As the result, the clan is seemingly in harmony but actually at variance,
structure and function are not consistent, and even generates some kind of divergence.

Keywords Clan; Economic differentiation; Unequal pattern; External strength-inner weakness





